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The University community is made up of a wide range of people with diverse backgrounds and circumstances, which we regard as a 

great asset. We strive to create an environment where everyone can reach their full potential and have a real  

opportunity to participate in and contribute to our activities — University of Leeds Equality and Inclusion Policy Statement  

 

 

 

This 2017 Religious Festivals & Events Calendar is produced as a guide to support timetabling, work scheduling & wider 

event planning to help ensure that we provide an inclusive environment which enables participation from all our students, 

staff & visitors.  

 

The calendar can be used in addition to guidance on responding to students or staff for flexibility on the grounds of 

religion or belief (available on the EPU website). 
 

This calendar focuses on 9 key faiths: Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, Sikhism, Islam, Buddhism, Shinto, Jainism and 

Bahai. This does not mean other religions, beliefs or non-belief are not equally valued. The calendar highlights key  

diversity days; main faith days observed or celebrated, academic term dates, awareness raising dates and public  

holidays.  
 

Sources of information used include: external faith bodies, diversity organisations and national faith calendars. This 
calendar has been produced  accurately at the time of publication. Some dates may vary regionally as they are  
determined by the lunar calendar.  Holy days begin at sunset the day before the date shown. 

 

Should you require any further information, or would like to provide feedback, please contact: equality@leeds.ac.uk  

Hindu Jewish Christian Sikh Islam Shinto Buddhist Jain Bah’i 

http://www.equality.leeds.ac.uk/for-staff/good-practice-guidance/responding-to-requests-for-flexibility-from-students-and-staff-on-grounds-of-religion/
http://www.equality.leeds.ac.uk/for-staff/good-practice-guidance/responding-to-requests-for-flexibility-from-students-and-staff-on-grounds-of-religion/
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      1 

2  

University closed 

 4 World Braille 
Day 

5  6 7 8 

9 Term starts 
Exams 

10 
Exams 

11 
Exams 

12 
Exams 

13 
Exams 

14 
 

15 World Religion 
Day 

16 
Exams 

17 
Exams 

18 
Exams 

19 
Exams 

20 
Exams 

21 22 

 23 Semester 2 
Teaching starts 

24  25  26 27 (UN)  

Holocaust  
Remembrance Day 

28 Chinese New 

Year - Confucian, 
Daoist, Buddhist 

29  

January 2017  

 1st Shinto - 

Oshogatsu / 

New Year 

          5th Sikh -  

Birthday of Guru 

Gobindh Singh 
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January Awareness Month: 

Thyroid Awareness month 

National Blood Donor month 

National Mentoring month  

January Awareness Week: 

Cervical Cancer Prevention 22 - 28 

30 
 

31 
 

28th Chinese 

New Year  



 

 

4 January – World Braille Day 

World Braille Day (WBD) is annually celebrated on January 4, the birthday of Braille inventor, Louis Braille. The day recognises the  

contributions of Louis Braille in helping blind and visually impaired people to read and write. Braille is a tactile reading and writing system 

used by blind and partially-sighted people who cannot access print materials. 

 

For more information about Braille visit: http://www.rnib.org.uk/braille-and-other-tactile-codes-portal-braille-past-present-and-future/

invention-braille 

 

 

15 January – World Religion Day 

The third Sunday in January is annually celebrated as World Religion Day. It was established by the National Spiritual Assembly of the  

Baha’is of the United States in 1950 as a way to encourage interfaith understanding. The day calls for members of all religions in the world 

to recognise that all religions have common spiritual goals. 

 

 

27 January – International Holocaust Remembrance Day (IHRD) / Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 

IHRD / HMD is observed on January 27, it is an international memorial day for the victims of Holocaust. The Resolution establishing  

January 27 as International Holocaust Remembrance Day urges every member nation of the United Nations (UN) to honour the memory  

of Holocaust victims, and encourages the development of educational programs about Holocaust history to help prevent future acts of  

genocide. 

 

The theme for 2017 is: How can life go on? The aftermath of the Holocaust and of subsequent genocides continues to raise challenging 

questions for individuals, communities and nations. IHMD / HMD 2017 asks audiences to think about what happens after genocide and of 

our own responsibilities in the wake of such a crime.  

 

For further information about HMD, visit: http://hmd.org.uk/resources/theme-papers/hmd-2017-how-can-life-go#sthash.RhyVOmBN.dpuf 

 

http://hmd.org.uk/resources/theme-papers/hmd-2017-how-can-life-go#sthash.RhyVOmBN.dpuf


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1  2  3 4 World Cancer 
Day (UN) 
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13 World Epilepsy 

Day 

14 15 16 17 18 19  

20 21 International 
Mother Language 
Day (UNESCO) 

22 23 24 25  26 

27 28       
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28th Christian -   

Shrove Tuesday 

 1st Hindu -        

Vasant Panchami 

- Saraswati Puja 

15th Buddhist 

- Nirvana Day 

24th Hindu - 

Maha Shivaratri 

         25th - 28th  

               Baha’i -   

Intercalary days 

February Awareness Month: 
LGBT History Month 
Raynaud's Awareness month 
  
February Awareness Weeks: 
Tinnitus 3 - 9 
National Eating Disorders 27 Feb - 5 Mar 
Fairtrade Fortnight 27 Feb - 12 Mar 

3rd Shinto -   

Setsebun sai 

11th Jewish - 

*Tu B’Shevat  

*Tu B’Shevat begins evening of   

Fri 10th & ends on the eve of  Sat 11th 



 

 

4 February – World Cancer Day 

On February 04, 2017 World Cancer Day (WCD) is observed to raise awareness of cancer and to encourage its prevention, detection, and     

treatment. This health awareness day is led by the Union for International Cancer Control, a global consortium of more than 470  

cancer-fighting organisations in over 120 countries.  

 

Cancer affects so many people across the world and currently 8.2 million people die from cancer worldwide each year. World Cancer Day  

is the ideal opportunity to spread the word and raise awareness of cancer in people’s minds and the world media. This global event takes 

place every year on 4th February and aims to save millions of preventable deaths each year by encouraging individuals to take action.  

 

For more information visit: http://www.worldcancerday.org/  

 

 

13th February - World Epilepsy Day 

World Epilepsy Day (WED) is a global event celebrated annually on the 2nd Monday of February, to promote awareness on epilepsy right 

around the world. While International Epilepsy Day celebrations vary from region to region, with cultural, geographical and climatic  

circumstances all impacting on activities, the common thread is the desire to highlight epilepsy and to bring attention to the need for better 

awareness and understanding, appropriate legislation, improved diagnosis and treatment services, and increased research in order to better 

the lives of all those affected by epilepsy. 

 

 

21st February - International Mother Language Day 

"Mother languages in a multilingual approach are essential components of quality education, which is itself the foundation for empowering     
women and men and their societies." Irina Bokova, UNESCO Director General 

International Mother Language Day has been observed every year since February 2000 to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and  
multilingualism. Languages are the most powerful instruments of preserving and developing our tangible and intangible heritage. All moves 
to promote the dissemination of mother tongues will serve not only to encourage linguistic diversity and multilingual education but also to  
develop fuller awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions throughout the world and to inspire solidarity based on understanding, tolerance 
and dialogue. 

http://www.worldcancerday.org/
http://www.worldcancerday.org/
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  1 2 3 4 5  

6 7  8 International 
Women’s Day 
(UN) 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17  18 19 

20  21 World Down  
Syndrome Day 
(UN) 

22       24 Term ends 

 

25 

 

26 Mother’s Day 

 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 30 31   
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23 

 20th Baha’i -   

Naw Ruz (New 

Year) 

 13-14th Hindu   

Holi 

           1st –19th    

Baha’i   

Nineteen day fast 

  

12th Jewish - 

*Purim 

March Awareness Month:  
Ovarian Cancer Awareness  
Prostate Cancer Awareness 
 
March Awareness Weeks: 
Down’s Syndrome week 18 - 24 

1st Christian -  

Ash Wednesday, 

(Lent is from1st 

March to13th 

April)  

12th Buddhist - 

Magna Puja Day 

          13th Sikh  

Hola Mohalla 

*Purim begins evening of  Sat 11th & ends 

on the eve of  Sun 12th 



 

 

  8 March – International Women’s Day 

  International Women's Day is celebrated in many countries around the world. It is a day when women are recognized for their  

achievements without regard to divisions, whether national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic or political. International Women's Day  

first emerged from the activities of labour movements at the turn of the twentieth century in North America and across Europe. 

International Women's Day has assumed a new global dimension for women in developed and developing countries alike. The growing  
international women's movement, which has been strengthened by four global United Nations women's conferences, has helped make the 
commemoration a rallying point to build support for women's rights and participation in the political and economic arenas.  
 
For more information visit http://www.internationalwomensday.com/ 

 
  

21 March – World Down Syndrome Day 

World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD), observed on 21 March every year, is a global awareness day which has been officially observed by 

the United Nations since 2012. The date for WDSD being the 21st day of the 3rd month, was selected to signify the uniqueness of the  

triplication (trisomy) of the 21st chromosome which causes Down syndrome.  
 

On this day, people with Down syndrome and those who live and work with them throughout the world organise and participate in activities 

and events to raise public awareness and create a single global voice for advocating for the rights, inclusion and wellbeing of people with 

Down syndrome. Down syndrome is a naturally occurring chromosomal arrangement that has always been a part of the human condition, 

being universally present across racial, gender or socio-economic lines, and affecting approximately 1 in 800 live births, although there is 

considerable variation worldwide.  

 

For more information: http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/ or https://worlddownsyndromeday.org/about-wdsd   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Down_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inclusion_(disability_rights)
http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/
https://worlddownsyndromeday.org/about-wdsd


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

     1 World Autism 
Awareness Day 
(UN) 

2 

3 4 5 6 World Health 
Day (WHO) 

7 8 9 

10 World  
Parkinson’s Day 
 

11 12 13 
University closed - 
1/2 day (pm) 

  

14 
University closed 

15 16  

17  
University closed 

18 
University closed 

19  
 

20 21  22 23 

24 Term starts 25 26 27  28 29 30 
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 28th Baha’i -   

9th day of Rivdan 

11th-14th  

Buddhist -  

Theravada  

New Year 

5th Hindu -  

Festival of  

Rama Navami 

14th Sikh -  

Baisakhi / 

Vaisakhi 

10th-18th  

Jewish -  

*Passover 

April Awareness Month:  
IBS Awareness month 
April Awareness Weeks: 
Parkinson’s awareness week 18 - 24 
MS awareness week 25 - 1st May 
Allergy awareness week 25 - 1st May 

*Begins evening of 10th 

ends evening of 18th  

first 2 and last 2 days are 

non working days 

 9th Jain -   

Mahavir Jayanti 

10th Hindu -  

Hanuman Jayanti 

Festival 

 9th Christian -   

Palm Sunday 

 20th Baha’i -   

1st day of 

Rivdan 

 14th Christian-   

Good Friday 

 16th Christian-   

Easter Sunday 



 
 
2 April – World Autism Awareness Day 
Autism is a lifelong neurological condition that manifests during early childhood, irrespective of gender, race or socio-economic status.  
Autism is mainly characterised by its unique social interactions, non-standard ways of learning, keen interests in specific subjects,  
inclination to routines, challenges in typical communications and particular ways of processing sensory information.   
 
For further information visit: http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/index.shtml 
 
 
7 April – World Health Day 
World Health Day is celebrated on 7 April every year to mark the anniversary of the founding of World Health Organisation (WHO) in 1948. 
Each year a theme is selected that highlights a priority area of public health. The Day provides an opportunity for individuals in every  
community to get involved in activities that can lead to better health.  
 
For more information: http://www.who.int/about/en/  
 
 
11 April – World Parkinson Day 
The aim of Parkinson's Awareness Day is to raise awareness of Parkinson's disease, promoting a greater understanding of this condition 

and how it can affect a person. One person in every 500 has Parkinson's. That's about 127,000 people in the UK. Most people who get 

Parkinson's are aged 50 or over but younger people can get it too. The main symptoms of Parkinson's are tremor, rigidity and slowness of 

movement. As well as affecting movement, people with Parkinson's can find that other issues, such as tiredness, pain, depression and 

constipation, can have an impact on their day-to-day lives. The symptoms someone has and how quickly the condition develops will differ 

from one person to the next.  

 

For further information visit: https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/world-parkinsons-disease-day/ 

http://www.un.org/en/events/autismday/index.shtml
http://www.who.int/about/en/
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/world-parkinsons-disease-day/


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat Sun 

1 
University closed 

2 World Asthma 
Day (WAF) 

3 4 5 
Teaching ends 

6 7 May Day 

8  9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 
Exams 

16 
Exams 

17 
Exams 

18 
Exams 

19 
Exams 

  

20 
Exams 

21 
Exams 

22 
Exams 

23 
Exams 

24 
Exams 

25 
Exams 

26 
Exams 

27 
Exams 

28 
Exams 

29 
University closed 

30 
University closed 

31 
Exams 
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 1st Baha’i -   

12th day of 

Rivdan 

10th Buddhist -  

Visakha Puja/

Buddha Day   

 27th Islam -   

*Ramadan  

 

 23rd Baha’i -   

Declaration of 

the Bab 

May Awareness Month:  
Cystic Fibrosis Awareness 
Lyme Disease Awareness 
National Osteoporosis  
May Awareness Weeks: 
Deaf Awareness week 1 - 7 
Coeliac week 9 - 15 
Mental Health week 12 -18 

May Awareness Weeks cont 
M.E week 11-17 
Arthritis Care week 14 - 21 
Mental Health awareness & 
Depression awareness 8 -14  
Dementia week 15 - 21 
National Epilepsy week 15 - 
21 

 28th Baha’i -   

Ascension of  

Baha’u’llah 

30th-1st June  

Jewish -  

*Shavuot 

*Shavuot begins evening of  Tues 30th & 

ends on the evening of  Thurs 1st June 

*Ramadan begins 27th May & ends  

 Sunday, the 25th of June. 



 
 
2 May – World Asthma Day 
World Asthma Day (WAD) is an annual event organized by the Global Initiative for Asthma (GINA) to improve asthma awareness and care around 
the world. WAD takes place on the first Tuesday of May.  
 
Asthma is a common chronic inflammatory disease of the airways characterised by variable and recurring symptoms, reversible airflow 
obstruction, and bronchospasm. Symptoms include wheezing, coughing, chest tightness, and shortness of breath. Asthma is caused by 
environmental and genetic factors, these factors influence how severe asthma is and how well it responds to medication. The interaction  
is complex and not fully understood. According to World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates, 300 million people suffer from asthma and 
it’s the most common chronic disease among children. WHO also notes that asthma affects people in all countries around the world  
regardless of development although most deaths occur in lower income countries. The prevalence of asthma has increased significantly 
since the 1970s.  

 
For more information visit http://worldasthmafoundation.org/ 

http://worldasthmafoundation.org/


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 
 

 
 

 1 
Exams 

2 
Exams 

3 4  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13  14 World Blood 
Donor  Day 
(WHO) 

15 16 Term ends 17 18 

19  20 21 22 National  
Women in  
Engineering Day 

23 24 25 

26  27 28 29 30   
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 26th Islam -   

Eid-al-Fitr 

16th Sikh -  

Martyrdom of 

Guru Arjan Dev  

June Awareness Month:  
Motor Neurone Disease 
 
June Awareness Weeks: 
Carers Week 12 - 18 
British Heart week 7 - 15 
Healthy Eating week 12- 16 
Men’s Health week 12 - 18 
 

June Awareness Weeks 
cont: 
Diabetes week 14 - 20 
Deafblind Awareness week 
24 - 30 

25th Hindu - 

Ratha Yatra  

Festival 



 

 

14 June – World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) 

WBDD is observed every year on June 14th in honour of Karl Landsteiner who was born on that date in 1868 and was later awarded the 

Nobel prize for his discovery of our modern blood typing system. 

 

Countries around the world celebrate World Blood Donor Day on the 14th June,  the event serves to thank voluntary, unpaid blood  

donors for their life-saving gifts of blood and to raise awareness of the need for regular blood donations to ensure the quality, safety and  

availability of blood and blood products for patients in need. Transfusion of blood and blood products helps save millions of lives every 

year.  

 90% of people who are eligible to donate blood are not currently doing so. Blood donations have a short shelf-life, so regular donors are 
essential to secure a constant supply.  

  For more information about WHO and WBDD visit: http://www.who.int/about/en/ 



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Disability 
Awareness Day 
DAD  (UK) 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17  18 International 
Nelson Mandela 
Day 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

July 2017  
Equality Policy Unit  

Religious Festivals & Events Calendar 
 9th Baha’i -   

Martyrdom of the 

Bab 

9th Buddhist -  

Asalha Puja 

Day/Dharma 

Day/ 

 13th Shinto - 

Obon - Dance 

Festival 

31 
 

 
 

 31st—1st Aug 

Jewish - *Ninth of 

Av 

*Tisha B’Av begins evening of  Mon 31st & ends on the 

eve of  Tues 1st Aug 



  

 

18 July – International Nelson Mandela Day 

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will  

determine the significance of the life we lead” – Nelson Mandela  

 

Nelson Mandela International Day (or Mandela Day) is an annual international day in honour of Nelson Mandela, celebrated each 

year on 18 July, Mandela's birthday. The day was officially declared by the United Nations in November 2009, with the first UN Mandela 

Day held on 18 July 2010.  

 

For 67 years Nelson Mandela devoted his life to the service of humanity — as a human rights lawyer, a prisoner of conscience, an  

international peacemaker and the first democratically elected president of a free South Africa. 

 

For further information visit: http://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/ 

 



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12   13 International 
Left Handers Day  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

University closed 

29 

University closed 

30 31    
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August Awareness Month 
Psoriasis Awareness 
 
August Awareness Weeks: 
World Breast feeding week  
(1 - 7) 

7th Hindu -  

Raksha  

Bandhan Festival 

15th Hindu -  

Krishna 

Janmashtami 

Festival 

18th-25th Aug 

Jain -  

Paryushan 

25th Hindu -  

Ganesh  

Charurthi 

 Festival 

31st Islam -   

*Eid-al-Adha 

*Eid al-Adha begins the evening of Thurs 31st & ends evening of Fri 1st Sept 



   

 

International Left –Handers Day 

 13th August is International Left-Handers Day, an annual event when left-handers everywhere can celebrate their sinistrality and increase  

public awareness of the advantages and disadvantages of being left-handed. This event is now celebrated worldwide, and in the U.K. 

alone there have been more than 20 regional events to mark the day in recent years - including left-v-right sports matches, a left-handed 

tea party, pubs using left-handed corkscrews where patrons drank and played pub games with the left hand only, and nationwide “Lefty 

Zones” where left-handers creativity, adaptability and sporting prowess were celebrated, whilst right-handers were encouraged to try out 

everyday left-handed objects to see just how awkward it can feel using the wrong equipment!  

 

  These events have contributed more than anything else to the general awareness of the difficulties and frustrations left-handers  

experience in everyday life, and have successfully led to improved product design and greater consideration of needs by the right-handed 

majority - although there is still a long way to go!!  

 

  No-one has come up with a definitive reason for WHY some people are left-handed, but about 13% of the population around the world 

are, and it is thought to be genetic - it definitely runs in families.  

   

  For information visit: http://www.lefthandersday.com/ 



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7  8 9  10 World Suicide 
Prevention Day 
(WHO) 

11 National  
Dementia Carer’s 
Day  

12 13 14  15  16 17 

18 19 20  21 World  
Alzheimers Day 

22 23 24 

25 Semester 1 
Teaching starts 

26 27  28  29 30  
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1st Sikh -  

Guru Granth  

Sahib  

20th-30th 

 Hindu -  

Navaratri, 9 day 

festival 

Sept Awareness Month: 
National Sickle Cell month 
National Blood Cancer month 
World Alzheimers month 
 
Sept Awareness Weeks: 
Migraine awareness 3 - 9 
Sexual Health week 11- 17 
National Eczema week 13 - 21  

 21st-22nd  

Jewish - *Rosh 

Hashanah 

 30th Jewish   

*Yom Kippur 

21st Islam -   

Al-Hijra New 

Year 

*Yom Kippur begins evening of  Fri 29th & ends on the 

eve of  Sat 30th  

*Rosh Hashanah begins evening of Wed 20th & ends  

on the eve of Fri 22nd  



 

 

10 September – World Suicide Prevention Day 

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that over 800,000 people die by suicide each year – that’s one person every 40 

seconds. Up to 25 times as many again make a suicide attempt. The tragic ripple effect means that there are many, many more  

people who have been bereaved by suicide or have been close to someone who has tried to take his or her own life World Suicide 

Prevention Day gives organisations, government agencies and individuals a chance to promote awareness about suicide, mental  

illnesses associated with suicide, as well as suicide prevention. Organisations such as the International Association for Suicide  

Prevention (IASP) and World Health Organization (WHO) play a key role in promoting this event. 

 

For more information visit: https://www.iasp.info/wspd/ 

 

 

21 September – World Alzheimer’s Day 

World Alzheimer’s Day, September 21st of each year, is a day on which Alzheimer’s organisations around the world concentrate their  

efforts on raising awareness about Alzheimer’s and dementia.  Alzheimer's disease is the most common cause of dementia. The word  

dementia describes a set of symptoms that can include memory loss and difficulties with thinking, problem-solving or language.  

Alzheimer's disease, named after the doctor who first described it (Alois Alzheimer), is a physical disease that affects the brain. There are 

more than 520,000 people in the UK with Alzheimer's. Alzheimer's is a progressive disease, this means that gradually, over time, more 

parts of the brain are damaged. As this happens, more symptoms develop. There is currently no cure for Alzheimer's disease, but there is 

a lot that can be done to enable someone to live well with the condition. This involves drug and non-drug care, support and activities. 

 

For further information please visit: https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/ 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?documentID=106
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?documentID=147


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

      1  

2 3  4 5  6  7 8 

9  10 World Mental 

Health Day  & National 
Ada Lovelace Day  

11  12  13 World Sight 
Day (WHO) 

14 15  

16  17 18 19 20  21 22 

23  24 25 26 27 28 29 
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19th Hindu  

Diwali festival of 

lights 

 1st Islam -   

Ashura 

4th –11th  

Jewish  

Sukkot 

19th Sikh -  

Diwali festival 

of lights 

11th - 13th 

Jewish Shemini 

Atzeret/Simchat 

Torah  

October Awareness Month:  
Black History Month 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
National Depression Awareness 
month 
 
October Awareness Weeks: 
Dyslexia Awareness week 2 - 8 

30 
 

31 
 

19th Jain  

Diwali festival of 

lights 

20th Sikh -  

Guru Granth  

Sahib declaration 

*Shmini Atzeret begins evening of Wed 11th & ends on the eve of Thurs 12th  

*Sukkot begins evening of Wed 4th & ends on the eve of Wed 11th  (note: the 

first 2 days are no work allowed holiday) 



 

 

10 October – World Mental Health Day 

Was first celebrated in 1992 at the initiative of the World Federation for Mental Health, a global mental health organization with members 

and contacts in more than 150 countries. World Mental Health Day is observed on 10 October every year, with the overall objective of 

raising awareness of mental health issues around the world. The day is a celebration of mental health education, awareness and  

advocacy. Each year the Mental Health Foundation UK shine the spotlight on a different aspect of mental ill health.  

 

For more information visit: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/world-mental-health-day 

 

 

13 October – World Sight Day 
The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) is an alliance of civil society organisations, corporates and professional 
bodies promoting eye health through advocacy, knowledge and partnerships. World Sight Day, is observed annually on the second  
Thursday of October, it was originally initiated by the SightFirstCampaign of Lions Club International Foundation in 2000. It has since 
been integrated into IAPB’s mission to eliminate the main causes of avoidable blindness and visual impairment by bringing together  
governments and non-governmental agencies to facilitate the planning, development and implementation of sustainable national eye care 
programmes. IAPB promotes VISION 2020, its joint initiative with the World Health Organization (WHO).  
 
For further information visit: http://www.iapb.org/home or http://www.vision2020uk.org.uk/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Federation_for_Mental_Health
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=SightFirstCampaign&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lions_Club_International
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 13th Baha’i -   

Birth of the Bab 

 14th Baha’i -   

Birth of  

Baha’u’llah 

4th Sikh -  

Birthday of Guru 

Nanak 

24th Sikh -  

Martyrdom of  

Guru Tegh  

Bahadur 

November Awareness Month:  

November Awareness Week: 

Interfaith week 12 - 18 

Anti Bullying week  13 -17 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1  2 3 National Stress 
Awareness Day 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10  11 Armistice Day 12  

13  14 World  
Diabetes Day 

15  16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Men’s Health Awareness 
UK Disability History month 22 Nov to 
22 Dec 

 15th Shinto - 

Schichigosan  

7-3-5 festival 



 

 

11th November - Armistice Day 

Armistice Day is commemorated every year on November 11 to mark the armistice signed between the Allies of World War I and 

Germany at Compiègne, France, for the cessation of hostilities on the Western Front of World War I, which took effect at eleven o'clock in 

the morning - the "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918. The date was declared a national holiday in many  

allied nations, and coincides with Remembrance Day and Veterans Day, public holidays. People observe a two-minute moment of silence 

at 11:00 a.m. local time, as a sign of respect for the roughly 20 million people who died in the war. 

 

 

14 November  World Diabetes Day 

World Diabetes Day falls every year on 14 November and is a day when millions of people around the world come together to raise  

awareness of diabetes, and what it’s really like to live with the condition. It’s a global campaign led by the International Diabetes  

Federation (IDF), whose mission is to promote diabetes care, prevention and a cure worldwide. Despite the significant scientific advances 

of the last century, diabetes remains a major health challenge across the world. Diabetes is responsible for millions of deaths annually and 

limits many lives with life-threatening complications. No country, rich or poor, is immune to the epidemic.  

 

For more information visit: http://www.idf.org/mission 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_with_Germany_(Compi%C3%A8gne)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compi%C3%A8gne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Remembrance_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moment_of_silence
http://www.idf.org/mission
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Religious Festivals & Events Calendar 

8th Buddhist -    

Bodhi Day 

12th - 20th 

Jewish Hanukkah 

*Festival of Lights 

24th Christian -  

Christmas Eve 

25th Christian -  

Christmas Day 

December Awareness Month: 
UK Disability History month  
22 Nov to 22 Dec 
 

3rd Christian -  

Advent Sunday 

*Hanukkah begins evening of  Tues 12th 
& ends on the evening of  Weds 20th  
Work is permitted on Chanukah  



 

 

1 December – World AIDS Day 
World AIDS Day is held on the 1

st
 December each year and is an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, show 

their support for people living with HIV and to commemorate people who have died. World AIDS Day was the first ever global health day, 
held for the first time in 1988. Over 100,000 people are living with HIV in the UK. Globally there are an estimated 34 million people who 
have the virus. World AIDS Day is important because it reminds the public and Governments that HIV has not gone away – there is still a 
vital need to raise money, increase awareness, fight prejudice and improve education.  
 
For further information visit: http://www.worldaidsday.org/ 
 
 
3 December – International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
IDPD draws awareness to persons with disabilities and the problems they are faced with in their everyday lives. It is estimated that  
persons with disabilities around the world make up 10% of the population, and 80% live in developing countries. The estimated one billion 
people living with disabilities face many barriers to inclusion in many key aspects of society. As a result, people with disabilities do not  
enjoy access to society on an equal basis with others, which includes areas of transportation, employment, and education as well as social 
and political participation. The right to participate in public life is essential to create stable democracies, active citizenship and reduce  
inequalities in society.  
 
For more information visit: http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/ 
 



  

      THE EQUALITY VISION 

  

  As a research-intensive international University we will attract and retain excellent people from across the world to  

  enable the University and the people within it to fulfill their potential. 

  

THE EQUALITY MISSION 

    

      To be a beacon of excellence in the sector, promoting a culture of inclusion, respect and equality of opportunity for all. 

  

   

VALUES & PRINCIPLES 

  
In pursuit of this mission we will: 

 Demonstrate visible leadership and accountability at all levels 

 Embed equality into all aspects of University life 

   Provide a sustainable environment which enables all staff and students to thrive 

   Work in partnership with our staff, students, Unions and wider stakeholders  

  

  

   

   

 

 

PRIORITIES & OBJECTIVES 

  
1.   a which and inclusion 

  
1.1 Develop and implement a sustainable One University1 approach to equality. 

1.2 Create an environment that is better for all through promoting personal responsibility for equality. 

  
2.    Integrate and embed equality into all aspects of University business 

  
2.1 Identify and address equality gaps in our governance structures and management processes. 

2.2 Incorporate equality into day-to-day business activity. 

  
3. Attract, retain, support and develop an excellent workforce from across the world 

3.1 Build a diverse and representative sustainable community which reflects our values. 

3.2 Become a national and international sector leader in promoting good equality practice. 

  

4. Ensure a world-class student experience through inclusion and academic excellence 

4.1 Provide fair and equal access2 to recruitment, progression and attainment opportunities. 

4.2 Recognise the range of needs of our diverse student population and integrate these into the governance and practice of 

student education. 

 

1   ‘One University’ is the provision of universal, fit-for-purpose University-wide processes and systems that create a better and joined up experience for our staff and students. 

   2   Fairness and equality of access is central to ‘The Partnership’ agreement that has been developed with students and staff and describes the mutual expectations of us all as  

         members of the University community 

Equality and Inclusion Strategy – The Vision for Leeds 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Contact details: 

Email: equality@leeds.ac.uk 

Web:  http://www.equality.leeds.ac.uk 

Tel:  0113 34 33964 


